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insurrection should come to a halt? Subjected to such
restrictions, what people could ever hope to shake off
the yoke of despotism?"
He explained, but did not excuse the massacres,
making it clear why it had been impossible for the
municipality to use force. He did not withhold sym-
pathy from the victims, but resented the fact that the
Girondins should apparently sympathize more with
royalist victims than with the victims of royalty. "Weep
even for the guilty, for those reserved for the vengeance
of the law, who have fallen under the sword of popular
justice, but reserve a few tears for the hundred thou-
sand patriots sacrificed by despotism; for those who
died under their flaming roof-trees; for the children
massacred in their cradles or in their mothers' arms.
Sensibility that has tears for the enemies of liberty alone
seems suspect to me."
He repudiated all personal responsibility for the
massacres: "Those who have said that I had the
slightest part in the events of which I speak are either
excessively credulous or excessively perverse. As for
the man who, counting on the success of a calumny he
had carefully planned, thought he could print with
impunity that I directed the massacres, I would content
myself with abandoning him to remorse, if remorse did
not presuppose the possession of a soul."
But when he implied that among those who had
perished was only one innocent person, he must have
known that what he was saying was untrue. He is fre-
quently guilty of such exaggeration. Thus, at one time,
he claimed the victims of the Champ-de-Mars massacre
to have numbered 1500, at another, 2000, when the
actual number appears to have been 54! Over-indul-
gence towards those whom he called "the people",
ungenerous criticism of his opponents, was from the
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